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APRIL 8 (legislative day, APRIL 2), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 836] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 836) for the relief of Harumi China Cairns having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States for the Japanese wife of a citizen of the United 
States. With such waiver she would be considered to be a nonquota 
immigrant, which is the status normally enjoyed by alien wives of 
United States citizens. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a native of Okinawa, of the Japanese 
race, and she was married on October 10, 1948, to Thomas L. Cairns, a 
United States citizen. During the war he was in the merchant marine 
and is presently serving as an engineer on a United States naval ship 
attached to the Military Sea Transportation Service in Honolulu. 

A letter dated July 17, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy At- 
torney General, with reference to the case¥ reads as follows: 
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Juty 17, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 836) for the relief of Mrs. 
Harumi China Cairns and George Thomas Cairns. 

The bill would provide that section 13 (c) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as 
amended, excluding from the United States aliens ineligible to citizenship, shall 
not apply to Mrs. Harumi China Cairns and George Thomas Cairns, the wife and 
son of Thomas L. Cairns, a United States citizen. x 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the beneficiaries of the instant bill are mother and son, who were 
born in Okinawa, Japan, respectively in 1926 or 1927, and on June 20, 1949. 
They are citizens of Japan and of the Japanese race. 

When recently interviewed, Mr. Cairns stated that he was born in St. Louis, 
Mo., on October 30, 1922; that he graduated from the Merchant Marine Academy 
at Kings Point, Long Island, N. Y., in May 1944, and served as an engineer in 
the merchant marine from that date until March 1946, when he became a tech- 
nical representative with the Phileco Corp. in Okinawa, in the refrigeration and 
air-conditioning division, in which capacity he worked until March 1949. He 
stated that he received a bachelor of science degree in August 1949 from the 
University of Illinois, and from September 1950 until his resignation on December 
31, 1950, was employed as an instructor in the electrical shop at the Kamehameha 
School for Boys, at Honolulu, T. H. At this time he is serving as third assistant 
engineer on the United States naval ship Piscataqua, attached to the Military 
Sea Transportation Service in Honolulu. His salary is $4,800 per year and he 
earns around $1,000 extra for overtime. Mr. Cairns further stated that on Octo- 
ber 10, 1948, he married Harumi China according to Japanese law. He claims 
such marriage is a legal one and says that his marriage certificate is in the posses- 
sion of his attorney who, following the marriage, had sent the necessary papers to 
Okinawa in order to effect issuance of the certificate, 

Under the provisions of section 201 (g) of the Nationality Act of 1940, the son, 
George, if he is the issue of a valid marriage, would be considered as having 
acquired United States citizenship at birth. Mr. Cairns does not have a birth 
certificate for the child nor does he know the name of the physician who was in 
attendance at the time of his child’s birth. Should Mrs. Cairns and the child be 
permitted to enter this country for permanent residence, Mr. Cairns’ mother would 
go to Honolulu to arrange for locating a suitable living place for her son’s family. 
At present Mr. Cairns’ wife and son live in Okinawa and Mr. Cairns contributes to 
their support. The wife became a nurse after finishing high school and during 
World War II served in that capacity. 

It has been officially determined that service in the United States merchant 
marine is not considered as service in the Armed Forces of the United States and, 
therefore, the adult-alien is not entitled to a nonquota status under Public Law 6 
of the Eighty-second Congress. Being of the Japanese race she is ineligible to 
citizenship under section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940 and is, therefore, 
inadmissible to this country for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the 
Immigration Act of 1924. In the absence of general or special legislation, she is 
unable to join her husband in this country at the present time. The same is also 
true of her child, unless the validity of the marriage can be definitely established, 
in which case he is already a citizen of the United States. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. If, 
however, this measure should receive favorable consideration, by the committee, 
and it is established that the child is a citizen, it is suggested that it be amended 
by deleting the name of George Thomas Cairns from the title, and by deleting 
everything following the enacting clause, and substituting therefor the following: 
“That, in the administration of the immigration laws, section 13 (c) of the Immi- 
gration Act of 1924, as amended, which excludes from admission to the United 
States persons who are ineligible to citizenship, shall not hereafter apply to Mrs. 
Harumi China Cairns, the wife of Thomas L. Cairns, A United States citizen.” 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, Deputy Altorney General. 
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Congressman Melvin Price, the author of the bill, appeared before 
a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 


Representatives and submitted the following statement_in support of 
the bill: 


I appear to request your favorable consideration of H. R. 836, a bill which 
would permit Mrs. Harumi China Cairns and her son, George Thomas, to enter 
the United States for permanent residence. 

Mrs. Harumi China Cairns is the wife of Thomas L. Cairns, who is a resident 
of my congressional district in Collinsville, Ill, marriage having been contracted 
September 28, 1948, in Kawata, Gusikawa, Okinawa, according to Japanese law. 
A child, George Thomas, was born to this couple on June 20, 1949. 

Mr. Cairns is a man of considerable integrity and I would have no hesitancy 
in recommending him to the members of this committee. 

It is my understanding that George Thomas Cairns, son of Harumi and Thomas 
L. Cairns, will be declared a citizen of the United States when the validity of the 
marriage can be definitely established. I understand that the necessary action 
was initiated some months ago by the attorney of Thomas Cairns to establish 
the legality of the marriage. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 836) should be enacted. 


O 





